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GENERAL DATA

	Geographical location: 
	Eastern Europe, on the eastern coast of the Baltic Sea 

	Area:
	65 300 sq. km (country comparison to the world 123)

	     land:
	62 680 sq. km

	     water:
	2 620 sq. km

	Land boundaries:
	1 574 km

	     border countries:
	Russian Federation (Kaliningrad region) 227 km, Belarus 680 km, Latvia 576 km, Poland 91 km

	Population:
	3 515 858 (country comparison to the world 132)

	Natural growth rate:
	-0,28% (country comparison to the world 217)

	Net migration rate:
	-0,73 migrant(s)/1,000 population (country comparison to the world 143)

	Life expectation:
	75,77 years (country comparison to the world 89)

	     males:
	70,96 years

	     females:
	80,84 years

	Ethnic groups:
	Lithuanians 84%, Polish 6,1%, Russians 4,9%, other 5%

	Religions:
	Roman Catholics 79%, Russian Orthodox 4%, Old believers 0,8%, Evangelical Lutherans 0,6%, Evangelical Reformists 0,2% and others

	Education expenditures:
	5,7% of GDP (country comparison to the world 48)


POLITICS

	Country name:
	Republic of Lithuania (Lithuania)

	Government type:
	Parliamentary republic

	Capital:
	Vilnius (546,000 inhabitants)

	Administrative divisions:
	10 districts (Alytaus, Kauno, Klaipėdos, Marijampolės, Panevėžio, Šiaulių, Tauragės, Telšių, Utenos, Vilniaus); 60 municipalities

	Independence:
	Proclaimed February 16, 1918; re-established March 11, 1990

	National Holiday:
	Independence Day (16th of February); Nation Day (6th of July)

	Constitution:
	Adopted October 25, 1992

	Executive power:
	

	Chief of State:
	President Dalia GRYBAUSKAITE (since 17 May 2009). The President is elected for 5 year term by the general vote; (next to be held 2014)

	Head of Government:
	Prime Minister Algirdas BUTKEVICIUS (since November 2012). The Prime Ministers are appointed and dismissed by the President with the approval of Seimas. Ministers are appointed and dismissed by the President upon the presentation by the Prime Minister

	Legislative power:


	Unicameral Parliament or Seimas (141 seats; 71 members are elected by popular vote, 70 are elected by proportional representation; serve four-year terms). The last elections held 12 October 2008 (next to be held in 2012)

	Judicial power:


	Constitutional Court, Supreme Court, Court of Appeal; judges for all courts appointed by the President


ECONOMY

	GDP (ppp*): 
	66,08 billion USD (country comparison to the world 86)

	GDP growth:
	3,6% (country comparison to the world 93)

	GDP per capita (ppp*):
	22 000 USD (country comparison to the world 67)

	GDP composition by sector:
	

	     agriculture:
	3,3%

	     industry:
	28,4%

	     services:
	68,4% 

	Inflation rate:
	3% (country comparison to the world 91)

	Labor force:
	1,474 mln. (country comparison to the world 131)

	Labor force by occupation:
	

	     agriculture:
	7,9%

	     industry:
	19,6%

	     services:
	72,5%

	Unemployment rate:
	14,9% (country comparison to the world 143)

	State budget: 
	

	     revenues:
	13,06 billion USD

	     expenditures:
	14,48 billion USD

	Public debt:
	38,4% of GDP (country comparison to the world 90)

	Exports:
	29,64 billion USD (country comparison to the world 65)

	Exports commodities:
	mineral products, machinery and equipment, chemicals, textiles, plastics, foodstuffs 

	Export countries:


	Russia 19%, Latvia 11%, Estonia 7,9%, Germany 7,9%, UK 6,4%, Poland 6,1%, Netherlands 5,9%, Belarus 4,5%

	Imports:
	32,01 billion USD (country comparison to the world 64)

	Imports commodities:


	mineral products, machinery and equipment, transport equipment, chemicals, textiles and clothing, metals 

	Import countries:
	Russia 32,5%, Germany 9,8%, Poland 9,8%, Latvia 6,1%, Netherlands 5,5%

	Debt - external:
	32,84 billion USD (country comparison to the world 71)

	National currency:
	Litas (LTL) (from June 25, 1993)


*purchasing power parity

Source of information: The World Factbook https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/lh.html
AGRICULTURE

Total land area and land usage (in thousand hectares) 2012
	
	Total

land

area


	Agricultural

land
	Of which:



	
	
	
	Arable

land


	Orchads and berry plantation
	Meadows and natural pastures

	Total land area


	6530,0
	3465,3
	2928,9
	59,2
	477,2

	Agricultural land


	3949,1
	3362,7
	2878,7
	41,7
	442,3

	     Private land
	3196,4
	2815,6
	2461,9
	34,5
	319,2

	     land of natural and legal entities
	3182,0
	2802,2
	2461,2
	21,9
	319,1

	     land owned by 

     horticult. associations
	14,4
	13,4
	0,7
	12,6
	0,1

	  State land
	752,6
	547,1
	416,7
	7,2
	123,2

	     land of households
	67,3
	65,6
	51,1
	0,8
	13,7

	     land of agricult. partnerships, state enterprises leased  from the state
	79,7
	58,7
	47,6
	1,4
	9,7

	     land of natural entities leased from the state
	278,5
	269,8
	210,0
	1,1
	58,7

	     land used by horticulturist  

     associations
	6,5
	2,4
	0,1
	1,9
	0,4

	     land not granted for  

     usage or leased
	320,5
	150,6
	107,9
	2,0
	40,7

	Land of forestry
	1973,3
	24,0
	7,6
	0,2
	16,2

	     Private land
	671,8
	12,8
	4,7
	0,1
	8,0

	     State land
	1301,5
	11,2
	2,9
	0,1
	8,2

	Land for aquaculture
	174,9
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Conservation land
	43,6
	0,9
	0,2
	-
	0,7

	Other land
	385,0
	76,4
	42,0
	17,2
	17,2

	Stock of unoccupied state land
	3,3
	1,2
	0,5
	-
	0,7


Gross agricultural production (at current prices, in million LTL)

	
	2009
	2010
	2011

	All farms (total agricultural production) 
	5707,0
	6388,2
	8128,0

	     Crop production 
	3239,5
	3476,2
	4825,1

	     Animal production
	2467,5
	2912,0
	3302,9

	Farmers and family farms (total agricultural production)
	4069,3
	4644,4
	6177,3

	     Crop production
	2653,8
	2825,8
	4005,5

	     Animal production
	1415,5
	1818,6
	2111,8

	Agricultural partnerships and enterprises (total agricultural production)  
	1637,7
	1743,8
	2010,7

	     Crop production
	585,7
	650,4
	819,6

	     Animal production
	1052,0
	1093,4
	1191,1

	Production of enterprises providing services for agriculture
	192,9
	231,0
	224,9


Main agricultural products (in thousand tonnes)

	
	2009
	2010
	2011

	Grain
	3892,3
	2866,8
	3303,9

	Rape
	415,8
	416,7
	484,3

	Sugar beet
	682,0
	706,7
	877,8

	Potatoes
	662,5
	476,9
	587,7

	Vegetables
	321,7
	188,6
	315,0

	Fruit and berries
	69,9
	44,0
	60,3

	Meat (carcass weight)
	198,9
	221,2
	224,0

	Milk (mill. pcs)
	1791,0
	1736,5
	1786,4

	Eggs
	853,4
	829,6
	773,7

	Wool (phys. weight) t
	80
	109
	135


Crop production

Crop area, harvest and yield 

	
	Crop area

(in thousand hectares)
	Yield
(100 kg per hectare)
	Harvest
(in thousand tonnes)

	
	2010
	2011
	2010
	2011
	2010
	2011

	Cereals
	1012,2
	1064,7
	27,0
	29,8
	2796,7
	3225,9

	Dried pulses
	49,7
	45,4
	14,1
	17,2
	70,1
	78,0

	Fodder root-crops
	1,8
	1,9
	243,0
	272,0
	43,4
	53,1

	Field vegetables
	13,6
	14,1
	120,0
	204,0
	188,6
	315,0

	Potatoes
	36,6
	37,7
	130,0
	156,0
	476,9
	587,7

	Sugar beet
	15,3
	17,6
	463,0
	498,0
	706,7
	877,8

	Winter rape
	89,3
	23,4
	19,9
	18,0
	177,6
	42,0

	Summer rape
	162,6
	226,8
	14,7
	19,5
	239,1
	442,3


Purchase of crop products (in thousand tonnes)
	
	2009
	2010
	2011

	Grain
	2551,0
	1927,2
	1660,8

	Rapeseed
	368,0
	385,9
	395,3

	Potatoes
	50,2
	54,5
	45,8

	Vegetables
	57,1
	55,6
	47,4

	Fruit and berries
	23,2
	24,6
	40,7


Animal production

Number of livestock and poultry (in thousand heads)

	
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Cattle
	759,4
	748,0
	752,4

	Pigs
	928,2
	929,4
	790,3

	Sheep and goats
	67,2
	74,5
	75,4

	Horses
	49,0
	44,7
	36,4

	Poultry
	9308,7
	9466,3
	8921,2


Production of animal products 

	
	2010
	2011

	Meat (carcass weight, in thous. tonnes)
	221,2
	224,0

	Milk (in thousand tonnes)
	1736,5
	1786,4

	Eggs (in millian pcs.)
	829,6
	773,7

	Wool (physical weight, in tonnes)
	109
	135


Purchase of animal products (in thousand tonnes)

	
	2009
	2010
	2011

	Livestock and poultry live weight
	215,1
	231,2
	233,7

	Livestock and poultry carcass weight
	154,1
	166,8
	160,9

	Milk (3,4% fat content)
	1534,3
	1540,4
	1587,2

	Eggs (in million pcs.)
	448,4
	446,0
	411,6


Sources of information: Statistical yearbook of Lithuania 2012/Statistikos departamentas.- Vilnius, 2012.
Do you know that:

>> Lithuania was first mentioned in 1009 in Qedlinburg annals;

>> by the end of the fourteenth century, Lithuania was the largest country in Europe : it included present territories of Belarus and Ukraine, part of Poland and part of Russia;

>> Lithuania was the last country in Europe to be converted to Christianity;

>> Lithuania had only one king during the royal times, King Mindaugas (1236-1263);

>> Lithuania organized a unique protest in 1989 August 23. Residents of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia formed 600 km long row of people holding hands! This event showed the world that Baltic States want to be independent;
>> it is estimated that during 50 years of Soviet occupation 1 million Lithuania's inhabitants - that made 1/3 of population - were lost as a result of various repressions;
>> Lithuania was the first Soviet republic to declare independence from the USSR on March 11, 1990;

>> Rolandas Paksas (1956) was the first President in Europe, that was suspended after the impeachment process (in April 6th, 2004). He is also the first Lithuanian and the only president in the World, that all by himself flew around the Earth with single-engine plane (it took 47 days);
>> 84% of the population are ethnic Lithuanians;

>> the Lithuanian language is more ancient than other indo-european tongues and is the nearest idiom to Sanscrit; the philologists generally agree that Lithuanian is the most ancient of all the living languages;

>> the great philologist Schleicher in his monumental "Geographie Universalie" says: "If the value of a nation in the whole humanity were to be measured by the beauty of its Language, the Lithuanians should rank first among the inhabitants in Europe;

>> the first publishing house in Lithuania was founded in Vilnius, in 1522 and the first Lithuanian book was published in 1547;

>> in Pagan (pre-Christian) Lithuania, the oak tree was of religious significance, it is still a symbol of long life and strength;

>> national bird is stork. Every year there are around 15,000 pairs of white storks raising their young. Lithuanians have also kept up the quaint tradition of saying that storks bring babies;

>> The Hill of Crosses – one of the most impressive places in Lithuania. Tens of thousands of crosses put up by people and do not fit on the hill anymore. Nothing is known about the reasons for choosing this place to put crosses
>> the mother of Pope John Paul II was of Lithuanian descent;

>> the Old Town of Vilnius (Lithuanian: Vilniaus senamiestis), one of the largest surviving medieval old towns in Northern Europe, has an area of 3,59 square kilometres. In 1994 the Vilnius Old Town was included in the UNESCO World Heritage List in recognition of its universal value and originality;

>> Social project “1984. Survival drama” is strangest European theme park (according to British magazine “The Daily Mail”). It recreate life (3 hour experience) under Soviet rule. It takes place in KGB bunkers (15 miles from Vilnius). These tunnels, 15ft underground, that were dug in 1983 and used to house emergency TV and radio studios in case of Nato attack, now has become a tourist attraction;
>> the only monument in the world to the famous American composer, quitar player and singer Frank Zappa is in Vilnius;

>> Lithuania is 1st in the world by the number of hot air balloons per resident. And Vilnius is one of a few European capital where you can fly with hot air balloons;
>> Lithuania is one of the several countries in the world where the most popular sport is basketball;

>> Lithuania has the highest FTTH (Fiber to the home) penetration rate in Europe (18% in late 2009) according to FTTH Council Europe; 

>> Lithuania has the fastest internet connection in the world according to the most recent data by netindex.com
>> Lithuanian athletes have won 16 Olimpic medals total (4 gold);
>> favourite bear in Lithuania is Švyturio Ekstra. Gold Medal awarded to Švyturio Ekstra at the World Beer Championship (USA, “Dortmunder” category) in 2001;
Source of information : http://www.lithuania-the-best.com/2011/03/10-interesting-facts-about-lithuania.html
http://vanagelyte.wordpress.com/2008/12/29/interesting-and-basic-facts-about-lithuania/
http://lifestyle.iloveindia.com/lounge/facts-about-lithuania-1442.html
Lithuanian food
Lithuanians like to eat good, tasty and filling foods. Lithuanians usually eat three times per day. The tradition of eating well is inherited from the ancestors who would say, "he who eats well, works well". 
Lithuanians eat soup every day. Soup is the main dinner and supper food. In olden times, soup was also eaten for breakfast. Rich soups are served for dinner and easily digested milk soups are supper fare. Most popular are sour soups, sauerkraut, beet and sorrel, with smoked meat stock as the base. Cold beet soup with hot potatoes is a very popular summer fare. Cold sweet soups are also popular, especially in summer. In olden times and now, sweet soups made with berries, fruit and tiny dumplings are a treat. Another summer soup, mutinys, made with dried black bread, water, sugar and crushed fruit is very refreshing on hot summer days.
Another basic Lithuanian food is grain. Lithuanian agrarian traditions are ancient, farmers have always planted a large variety of grain, such as rye, barley, oats, buckwheat, peas, beans and oil crops (hemp, poppies, flax seed). One of the oldest and most fundamental staple food was and is rye bread (rugine duona). It is eaten every day for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Two kinds of bread are traditional - plain fermented and scalded. Plain fermented bread has been baked from ancient times, while scalded bread has only been baked since the beginning of the 20th.
Lithuanians consume a lot of meat and meat by-products. Pork has always been the most widely used meat, fresh, brined or smoked, and continues to be so to this day. 

For longer keeping, many varieties of sausage are made. One of them, skilandis, was mentioned as early as 16th century. Skilandis, also known as kindzius, is made of coarsely chopped, top quality pork meat, highly seasoned, tightly stuffed into a pig's stomach and intensely smoked. Fowl meat is also popular. Domestic birds are cooked, smoked and baked. 

Potatoes came to Lithuania relatively recently, in the 18 century and soon became popular. Now every farm grows potatoes. Potatoes have become Lithuania's second bread, an essential starch staple and are eaten throughout the year.

Many delicious, tasty dishes are made with potatoes. They are eaten alone or as an accompaniment to a main course of soup, meat, fish, mushrooms, eggs and dairy products. 

The most popular potato dishes are "zeppelins", “kugelis” potato sausages, potato casserole and pancakes.

Lithuanians eat sweet and sour milk. Milk is used to whiten soups, make cheese, cottage cheese and churn butter. Milk products have been popular since ancient times. However, in some regions milk products are more popular. Dishes prepared with cottage cheese are favored among the Highlanders, Aukštaiciai. The Samogitians, žemaiciai, prepare an ancient, original butter, kastinis, with butter, sour cream and a variety of seasonings.

Lithuania is rich in mushrooms, more than four hundred edible varieties are found in the forests. The most popular are boletes, the kings of all mushrooms. Also collected are chanterelles, blevits, morels and many others.The most abundant forests are in Dzukija, the south eastern region. All over Lithuania mushrooms are used in many dishes, to add special flavor to meat, fish and potato dishes. Mushrooms are used fresh, dried, salted or marinated.
In Lithuania most fish eaters live along lakes or the sea coast. Along with fresh water fish, salt water fish are also popular. Fish are much used for food reserves, small fish are dried, while larger ones are salted. Some salted fish are hot smoked for immediate use.
The most popular vegetables have always been cabbages, beets, carrots, cucumbers, onions, rutabagas, turnips, radishes, parsnips and horseradish. Cabbage is eaten fresh and fermented, seasoned with caraway seed, cranberries, apples and salt. Beets are used fresh, fermented and are available all year round. Almost every household in Lithuania has an orchard where the apple is the main tree. There are also pear, plum and cherry trees and gooseberry and currant bushes. 

Mead and beer are ceremonial and traditional drinks. Mead, midus is the oldest and noblest drink, served during banquets and special occasions. Travelers and chroniclers wrote about the manufacture and use of mead by Lithuanians and Prussians as early as the eleventh century.

Beer has been brewed in Lithuania since ancient times and even today is a popular, traditional drink. It is always brewed for family celebrations, feast days, barn raisings and funerals. Beer is brewed from sprouted barley malt. The most popular malt beer is made in Central and North Eastern Lithuania, where a strong beer is popular. 
Another ancient drink is made from birch and maple sap, collected in early spring. Sap is drunk fresh and fermented for summer drinking. 
To satisfy thirst, Lithuanians brew a semi sour drink, gira - kvass. 

Much appreciated from ancient times are linden, thyme, caraway seed, mint, raspberry, strawberry, camomile, dill seed and other herb teas.
Source of information: http://ausis.gf.vu.lt/eka/food/intro_food.html
