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The Editorial board is happy to present the 34th number were a broad space is dedicated to 

reports from Costa Rica, Trinidad and Tobago. 

In the section worldwide buffalo activity are presented reports from Greece and Nepal.  

The scientific activity focused on review papers on main buffalo production topics. 

The news section gives few spots on Pakistan Congress, the welcome letter from upcoming 

12th World Buffalo Congress in Istanbul in 2019 and the 4th IBF upcoming training course. 

This newsletter ends as usual with the updated list of IBF members. 

Wishing you a good time reading, we remind you that your contribution (scientific reports and/or 

events) will be greatly welcome. 

 

The Editorial Committee 
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The fifth National Seminary on water buffalo of Costa Rica was held in the Auditorium of UTN 

(Figure 1), National Technical University, in Atenas.  

The first lecture on August 30, 2018, was by Prof. Antonio Borghese, General Secretary of the 
International Buffalo Federation, on Current Status and Economics of Buffalo Production 
Worldwide. The lecturer showed the planetary impact of buffalo products, from Italy where the 
best market of cheese, including the famous mozzarella, was created, until the East Asian 
countries, specially India and Pakistan, where buffalo milk plays a pivotal role in human 
nutrition, particularly children. He showed the special situation in Central American countries, 
where the Buffalypso was selected, a population with good performances for meat, but not for 
milk, and how Mediterranean Italian semen was introduced to increase the milk yield in the 
progeny, to create a cheese market, similarly to Italy. This argument provoked a lot of 
discussion on the real economic possibilities in Costa Rica to develop buffalo products.  
The second lecture was presented by Manuel Amador Benavides, by UTN, on biological and 
certificated products, a new sector of food in Costa Rica. The third lecture, by Hector Leon 
Hidalgo, specialist in animal product economy, analyzed the total production and the cost of 
milk production in the world and in Costa Rica, including buffalo milk. Finally, Prof. Eduardo 
Barrantes Guevara, Director of Research and Formation in UTN, summarized the results of the 
day.  

FIGURE 1 
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A local dinner was offered with typical Costa Rica plates, as Gallo Pinto (rice with black beans), 

mozzarella cheese (Figure 2) and buffalo meat with onions. After that, an exhibition with 

buffaloes carrying colored barrows, trees and so on followed (Figure 3).  

FIGURE 2 

FIGURE 3 
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The day after, August 31, 2018, a round table on the future projects was held in Atenas UTN, 

directed by Eduardo Barrantes. The national plane for buffalo is part of the national program 

for bovine and it is supported by the National Institute of Rural Development. A National 

Secretariat for Buffalo in Costa Rica was created to coordinate different activities.  

FIGURE 5 

FIGURE 4 












































