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The Federal State Unitary Enterprise “Russian Federal Research Institute of Fisheries and Oceanography” (VNIRO) of the Federal Fisheries Agency of the Ministry of Agriculture of Russia is a leading research institution established over 80 years ago for complex scientific support of the State’s fishery management activities. VNIRO organizes and coordinates the implementation of research plans and programmes of all fisheries research institutions of the Russian Federation.

VNIRO closely cooperates with the basin-specific and regional fisheries research institutes, institutes of the Russian Academy of Sciences and the Federal Service for Hydrometeorology and Environmental Monitoring. The Institute organizes joint research expeditions and elaborates the biological bases for determination of total admissible catches (TAC) of commercial aquatic animal and plant species in Russian marine waters and their protection, while performing state ecological assessments. It develops recommendations for exploitation of living aquatic resources by the Russian fishing fleet in EEZ’s of other countries, open and convention-regulated areas of the World Ocean, provides scientific foundations for and protection of interests of Russian fishery in international organizations. 

VNIRO develops and maintains the Cadastre of Commercial Fishes and Other Aquatic Animals and Plants of Russia, an annually updated database. The Institute elaborates and advocates the actualization of basin-specific Fishing Rules and the yearly measures for regulation of fishing in order to preserve the living aquatic resources.

Other directions of activity of VNIRO include: 

· development of methodological bases for resource and fundamental research in the fields of biology, fishing theory, theory of functioning of ecosystems of fisheries water bodies, biotechnology and commercial aqua- and mariculture; 

· complex research of marine ecosystems; complex studies of marine coastal zones of Russia; 

· development and calibration of instruments for studies of the environment and the biota of the ocean; 

· ecotoxicological studies of fisheries water bodies, development of legislation and measures for prevention of pollution events;

· development of the legislative bases for research, protection and rational exploitation of living aquatic resources; 

· development of modern, no-waste technologies of catch processing;

· testing and certification of food and agricultural products;

· express analyses of toxicity of feeds and raw materials;

· research on hydrobiont processing technologies, preparation of biologically active substances and food additives, release of small experimental batches of products.

VNIRO is a scientific body of CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) for sturgeons in the Russian Federation. As such, it evaluates proposals, makes recommendations and scientific conclusions regarding the volume of exported national sturgeon production. A Center of Molecular Genetic Identification has been established at VNIRO, whose instrument base is unparallelled in Russia. 

In the framework of the “Macronet” inter-institutional corporative information network of the Federal Agency on Technical Regulation and Metrology of Russia, VNIRO operates a backbone site of an automated information processing system for standardization, metrology and certification of fish products.

The Institute runs a school of advanced hydrobiont processing technologies. There are aspirant and doctoral studies. The Institute has the right to accept doctoral and candidate dissertations for defense in the fields of Ichthyology, Commercial Fishery, Hydrobiology, Biological Resources, and candidate dissertations in the field of Technology of Meat, Dairy, Fish Products and Refrigeration. Every year, up to 4-5 candidate and 3-4 doctoral dissertations areb defended at VNIRO. The research staff of VNIRO consists of 304 specialists, including 92 Candidates and 32 Doctors of Sciences. The library has 250 000 titles. Currently, work on creation of an electronic catalogue and joining of the local library network to the Internet is in progress. 

