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1. Position in the national R&D system
DSU is the leading higher educational institution of the Federal Education Agency of the Russian Federation, performing educational and research work in the Republic of Dagestan. 
2. Main research areas

Aquaculture, sturgeon culture, salmon culture, carp culture, feeds and feeding, fish physiology and biochemistry. Development of technologies and technological solutions for all forms of fish breeding, introduction of new species into aquaculture.

Development of commercial fish culture technologies, ecology and biochemistry of hydrobionts, environmental protection, assessment of biological resources of the Caspian Sea, fish toxicology.

3. Education

20.5 thousand students study at the University in thirty-eight specializations and directions.
The University has a multi-level training system: undergraduate – Lyceum, College; graduate - Bachelor, Specialist, Master; as well as all forms and levels of postgraduate and further professional education -   Aspirant and Doctoral studies, training and retraining courses.
16 specialised councils for defense of Candidate and Doctor dissertations in twenty-four specializations. 
4. Training
Periodical training courses in 20 directions of activity of the University.

5. Conferences and other events organized regularly by the institution
International, scientific, scientific-practical conferences in the fields of education and research, incl. Aquaculture and fisheries.
6. Capacity building
There are 216 Doctors and Full Professors and 618 Candidates of Sciences working at the University. 380 people are doing their Aspirant studies (organized studies for obtaining the degree of Candidate), 300 are preparing to their Candidate degree in a non-organized form, and 40 are doing their Doctoral studies.

7. Exchange of scientists
During the last 3 years, 58 people visited other institutes and universities. 36 of them were below the age of 35.

8. Extension
The practical application of the results of DSU specialists is realized on the basis of agreements with enterprises.

9. Consultation activities, involvement in policy-making
Systematic provision of consultations and services to specialists of the Administration of the Republic of Dagestan, federal-level administrative organs, scientific and commercial enterprises. Preparation of regional and federal legislation, concepts, programmes of aquaculture and fisheries development.

10. Average age of specialists
The average age of the teachers and researchers is 48 years, the ratio of males to females is 1.2:1.

11. Income and its structure
DSU is financed from budgetary sources and its commercial activity. In 2005, budgetary financing amounted to 268.461 million rubles (9.368 million USD), it was directed to the realization of the main educational programmes.

Income from commercial and other activity amounted to 124 million rubles (4.327 million USD).

Financing of research activities equals 15 million rubles (523 thousand USD).
