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1. Position in the national R&D system
The Institute of Fisheries and Aquaculture, Varna belongs to the National Center of Agricultural Sciences at the Ministry for Agriculture and Forestry. The Freshwater Fisheries Branch of the institute is situated in Plovdiv and is the leading research center on the field of the freshwater fisheries in Bulgaria. 

2. Main mandate
The mission of the Freshwater Fisheries Branch  is to carry out research on  freshwater fish farming and on the further development in inland fisheries. The focus and range of work carried out include:
Fish selection and breeding research

Technologies for reproduction and rearing of different warm water fish species

Commercial implementation and popularization of scientific achievements in pond fisheries management for producers and fisheries education 

3. Staff (by qualification/age/gender)
Total: 32 

Scientist: 12 (full-time); 8 with PhD 
Technicians: 1

Support personal: 19

Average age: 47 years 
Ratio of females:  34.4 % 

4. Budget (structure of income)
about 184 500 Euros (2004)

Income structure: 

Core fund from the ministry (National Center for Agriculture and Forestry): 60%

Services (fish farmer serviсes+own income): 40%

5. Main research areas

Selection, fish biological performance of hybrids and lines 

Sex reversal in common carp 
Developing, improving and implementing methods to control fish reproduction, eggs incubation and the rearing of larvae, juveniles and reproductively matured fish

Introduction and acclimatization of new fish species (paddlefish)

Technologies for rearing of different fish species - carp, european wels, pike, tench etc. 

Fish feeding; biochemistry of fish meat from individuals, reared under differently pond conditions

Characteristic, relationship and opportunity for management of some ecological parameters in warmwater fishery ponds

Investigation on introducing of the organic aquaculture in Bulgaria 
Biological features, rearing and natural stock of freshwater crayfish

6. Events organized regularly by the institute 
International Fishery Scientific Conference in Aquaculture is organized every 2 years. The last one took place in 2003 with 62 participants from various research institutes and organizations from Bulgaria, Germany, Poland, Macedonia etc. The next conference will be in October 2005. 

7. International collaboration (formalized agreement)
Veterinary Institute in Skopje, Republic of Macedonia 
8. Existing cooperation with other NACEE members
No cooperation with other members of NACEE at the moment

9. Involvement in EU projects 
Current projects:

No involvement in EU projects 

Projects in preparation:
AQUA-TNET

