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1. Position in the national R&D system

The University of Dubrovnik is youngest of six Croatian universities and first which is fully organized according to Bologna Convention and new trends in higher education. The Department for Aquaculture is established to execute education activities and RTD projects in the field of aquaculture and coastal zone management. Beside this, University is co-founder (67% ownership) of the Research and development center for Mariculture in Ston, famous for ancient shellfish culture activity. The University is also owner (100%) of „Dalmacijabilje maricultura” limited company producing fish and shellfish in own farms. Through this established system University cooperates with all levels of aquaculture, through fundamental research, education, RTD and business, in Croatia and abroad. The main future trend will be internalization of new aquaculture studies (Bachelor and Master), where we see NACEE establishment as best promoter of the idea.

2. Main mandate

Higher education in the field of aquaculture, mainly mariculture

Applied research on the issues important for Croatian mariculture

Management of special marine and estuarine areas

Development of hatchery technology for new fish and shellfish species

Promoting of native flat oyster culture as a premier Croatian product

3. Staff (by qualification/age/gender)

Total: 28

Scientists: 16 (10 full-time + 6 contracted as professors); 9 with PhD

Technicians: 6

Support personnel: 6

Average age: 35 years

Ratio of females: 82%
4. Budget (structure of income)

About 0. 4 million Euros (2004)

Income structure:

Core fund from the ministry: 70%

National competitive grant funds: 15%

National contracted research programs: 10%

International competitive grant funds: 5%

5. Main research areas

Production of marine fish and shellfish, artificial spawning and fingerling-spat production

Development of hatchery technologies

Diversification of mariculture with new marine species

Genetics-selection and ploidization of traditional species (flat oyster)

Development of polyculture using mullets as dominant species

Mullets biology and culture-spawning and rearing in different systems

Biochemistry and pathology of cultured shellfish

Culture of sea urchins

Reproduction and embryology of aquaculture species

Development of added-value aquaculture products

6. Events organized regularly by the institute

Traditional festival “Oyster Day-St.Joseph day” 18-19.March organized yearly, and usually accompanied with scientific symposia dealing with culture of shellfish.

7. International collaboration (formalized agreement)

Hellenic Marine Research Institute, Athens, Greece

INTECHMER, Cherbourg and IFREMER, France

University of Trondheim, Trondheim, Norway 

8. Existing cooperation with other NACEE members

Department of Fisheries, Beekeeping and Special Zoology, University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia (fish polyculture)

9. Involvement in EU projects

No ongoing projects.

