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1. Position in the national R&D system

The research Institute of Fish Culture and Hydrobiology at Vodňany (VÚRH JU) belongs to the University of South Bohemia in České Budějovice (Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports). The institute is the leading research institution in aquaculture and fisheries in the Czech Republic.

2. Main mandate

Applied and fundamental research in aquaculture, fisheries and aquatic ecosystems 

Environmental management research

Education in graduate, postgraduate and international training courses in fisheries and aquaculture

3. Staff (by qualification/age/gender)

Total: 42

Scientists: 20 (18 full time + 2 contractory; 9 of them PhD, 1 full professor, 3 associate professors)

Technicians: 14

Support personnel: 8 

Average age: 37 years

Ratio of females: 43%

4. Budget (structure of income)

700 thousand EUR

5. Main research area

Fish reproduction, genetics and breeding

Fish and crayfish farming technologies in pond culture, intensive farming technologies and recycling systems

Water quality issues and ecological impacts of aquculture

Fish and crayfish studies in management and ecosystem (biomanipulation) issues of open waters

Impact of fish predators upon fisheries and aquaculture management

Conservation of the gene pool and strains of commercial and coarse fish species

Genome manipulations and sex reversal in commercial fish species

Gamete manipulation, sperm physiology and gamete cryopreservation 

Water toxicology with respect to pollutants and wastes

Surface water loading studies and water/sediment quality monitoring

Fish diseases and stress factors and their diagnostics

Fish flesh quality and processing 

6. Events (symposia) organised regularly by the institute

Vodňany Fisheries Days (held yearly)

Czech Ichthyological Conference

Fish Health Protection

Toxicity and Biodegradability of Water Pollutants

7. International collaboration (formalized agreements)

Dipartimento di Scienze Zootecniche, Universita degli Studi di Torino, Italy 

Ministry of Agricukture and Fisheries, Legta La Canourge Site Aquacole, La Canorgue, France

The Stanislaw Sakowicz Inland Fisheries Institute in Olsztyn, Poland

Fischzucht Rhoenforelle, Gersfeld/Rhoen, Germany 

Station Zoologique, Biologie Cellulaire Marine, Villefranche-sur-Mer, France 

Institute of Ichthyobiology and Aquaculture Polish Academy of Sciences, Golysz, Poland 

Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries, Berlin, Germany 

Aquaculture Research Center, Kentucky State University, Frankfort, USA 

HuBei Province Fishery Research Institute of China, Wuhan, China 

Laboratoire de Sciences Animales, Universite Henri Poincare, Nancy, France 

All-Russian Scientific Institute of Fisheries and Oceanography, Moscow, Russia
Laboratorio de Acuacultura y Biologia de la Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana - Xochimilco, México 

8. Existing co-operation with other NACEE members 

Institute of Fisheries, Minsk, Belarus (pond aquaculture)

Department of Fisheries, Beekeeping and Special Zoology, University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia (fisheries management of open waters, pond aquaculture)

Research Institute for Fisheries, Aquaculture and Irrigation, Szarvas, Hungary (fish genetics and breeding, new species in aquaculture) 

Institute of Ichthyobiology and Aquaculture, Golysz, Poland (fish reproduction, pond aquaculture)

Stanislaw Sakowicz Inland Fisheries Institute, Olsztyn, Poland (pond aquaculture, recycling systems)

Department of Fishing and Aquaculture, “Dunarea de Jos” University, Galati, Romania (intensive farming methods)

Institute for Fisheries, Kiev, Ukraine (pond aquaculture)

9. Involvement in EU projects

Ongoing projects:

CSN INTRAN Innovation in Aquaculture

PERCATECH (CRAFT) Intensive perch farming

PROTENCH (CRAFT) Intensive tench farming

ME 615 Reproduction biology and genetic peculiarity of tench populations in China and Czech Republic

ME 638 Comparative biological study of chromozomal manipulation and breeding tench populations in China and Czech Republic
IfiBO Intensive Fish Culture Optimalization

Projects in preparation 

AQUATnet

KONTAKT (China 2x)

KONTAKT (Russia 1x)

Project of Collaboration Czech Republic-Hungary

USDA Paddlefish

