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1. Position in the national R&D system

The Department of Fish Culture of the Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, Szent István University in Gödöllő, Hungary is one of the leading units in Hungarian higher education of fish farming and aquaculture. This is the only university department in Hungary entirely dedicated to the education, research and development in fish culture.

2. Main mandate

Higher education in aquaculture, with special concentration on Central-European polyculture pond fish farming, including BSc and MSc level courses, PhD education and special professional trainings

Basic and applied research in the field of fish biology, aquaculture and pond fish farming

Coordination of R&D projects involving the entire Hungarian fish farming sector

3. Staff (by qualification/age/gender)

Total: 11

Scientists: 8 (4 full-time + 4 contracted); 5 with PhD

Technicians: 1

Support personnel: 2

Average age: 38 years

Ratio of females: 27%

4. Budget (structure of income)

about 0.3 million Euro (2006)

Income structure:

Core fund from the Ministry: 20%

National competitive grant funds: 80%

5. Main research areas

The research areas of the department include applied as well as basic research topics:

· investigation and development of methods for fish reproduction and artificial propagation

· cryopreservation of sperm of farmed as well as threatened and endangered fish species.

· fish genetics and biotechnology

· fish farming and aquaculture

· environmental stress and toxicology

6. Events organized regularly by the institute

Symposium on fish farming in the frame of Szent István Days annually held at Szent István University

(The 5th conference was organized in 2004 with about 60 participants)

7. International collaboration (with formalized agreements)

Research Institute of Fish Culture and Hydrobiology, University of South Bohemia , Vodňany , Czech Republic
8. Existing cooperation with other NACEE members

Research Institute of Fish Culture and Hydrobiology, University of South Bohemia , Vodňany , Czech Republic (fish sperm cryopreservation)

9. Involvement in EU projects

Ongoing projects:

AQUA-TNET

