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1. Position in the national R&D system

The Lithuanian State Pisciculture and Fisheries Research Centre (LVŽŽTC) is a research institution, which belongs to the Ministry of Agriculture. LVŽŽTC is the leading research centre in aquaculture, inland and sea fisheries in Lithuania.

2. Main mandate

Research and development, consultancy and practical assistance, utilization and protection of water resources for the development of aquaculture and fisheries, including:

Investigation of resources of commercial fish, crayfish and fodder organisms of the Baltic Sea Lithuanian territorial waters, Economic Zone, Curonian Lagoon and inland waters, production of forecast of their changes, elaboration of recommendations on their rational use, preservation and increase

Monitoring of fish fodder and pond water quality

Formation of strategy and programmes of fish restocking and introduction in inland waters

Development, coordination and implementation of programmes of maintenance, restoring, increase of protected, valuable fish and crayfish species, supervision of fish migration routes and facilities

Ichthyopathological supervision of pisciculture and fishery ponds

Attendance to the epizootic state of water bodies, performance of diagnostic tests, organization of treatment and prevention activities

Development of carp selection

Salmon genetics research

Hydrobiological, hydrochemical and biochemical research of inland waters

Consultations and practical assistance on the issues of aquaculture and fishery development

3. Staff (by qualification/age/gender)

Total: 200

Scientists: 51 (25 full-time + 26 contracted); 5 with Ph

Technicians: 60

Support and production personnel: 89

Average age: 39 years

Ratio of females: 31%

4. Budget (structure of income)

about 3 million Euros (2004)

Income structure:

Core fund from the state budget: 68%

Fund from the ministry: 5%

International competetive grant funds: 20%

Services: 7%

5. Main research areas

Selection of carp species suitable for effective breeding in Lithuania

Epizootic, sanitary situation in fish-breeding companies and natural inland water bodies

Implementation of restriction measures for the quantity of ichthyophagous birds in the ponds

Elaboration of the national programme of data collection on fish resources for the fulfillment of the EU Common Fisheries Policy in the Baltic Sea

Researches of lakes for the assessment of effectiveness of introduction of European Whitefish and possibilities of expansion of its habitat
6. Events (e.g. symposiums) organized regularly by the centre

National Conference in Inland Fisheries Development 

Conference in Implementation of Common Fisheries Policy 

Conference in Establishment of Fisheries Production Organizations 

Annual session of International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission

7. International collaboration (formalized agreement)

Inland Fisheries Institute, Olsztyn, Poland

Sea Fisheries Institute, Gdynia, Poland

Institute of Fisheries, National Academy of Sciences of Belarus, Belarus, Minsk

Atlantic Research Scientific Institute of Marine Fisheries and Oceanography, Russian Federation, Kaliningrad

International Consultancy Group of the Swedish National Board of Fisheries, Sweden

Danish Institute for Fisheries Technology and Aquaculture, Denmark

International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission, Poland, Warsaw 

International Council for the Exploration of the Sea, Denmark, Copenhagen

Baltic Fisheries Research Institute, Latvia, Riga

N.M.Knipovich Polar Research Institute of Marine Fisheries and Oceanography, Russian Federation, Murmansk

8. Existing cooperation with other NACEE members (in what field)

Inland Fisheries Institute, Olsztyn, Poland (carp and salmon genetics)

Sea Fisheries Institute, Gdynia, Poland (sea fisheries research)

Fisheries Research Institute of Belorussian Academy of Sciences, Belarus, Minsk (carp farming technology)

N.M.Knipovich Polar Research Institute of Marine Fisheries and Oceanography, Russian Federation, Murmansk (forecast of sea resources)

Baltic Fisheries Research Institute, Latvia, Riga (sea resources)

Atlantic Research Scientific Institute of Marine Fisheries and Oceanography, Russian Federation, Kaliningrad (trail-net fishery of cod and Baltic herring)

9. Involvement in EU projects

Ongoing projects:

Baltic Sea Ecosystem (GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY)

National Programme for Fisheries Data 

International Programme „Salmon Action Plan 1997 – 2010“

