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1. Position in the national R&D system

The FSUE Scientific and Production Centre of Sturgeon Culture „BIOS” belongs to the Fisheries Agency_ which, in turn, is part of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation. 
2. Main mandate

Sturgeon reproduction in the Volga-Caspian Basin
Production and selling of sturgeon seed
Development of methods for accelerated forming of sturgeon broodstocks, conservation of the gene pool of these high-value species
Improvement of the biotechnology of sturgeon rearing using different methods

Development of culturing and biological bases for planning sturgeon culture enterprises
Development and production of specialized feeds, research into sturgeon feeding
Scientific, educational and consultative activities
3. Staff (by qualification/age/gender)

Total: 155

Scientists: 25, including 5 Candidates of Sciences, 1 Doctor of Sciences
Technicians: 71 

Support personnel: 59

Average age: 42 years

Ratio of females: 45% 

4. Budget (structure of income)

about 800 thousand Euro, including:
research work – 202.4 thousand Euro;

sturgeon fry production – 290.6 thousand Euro;

market sturgeon production – 76.1 thousand Euro;

fish seed – 157.1 thousand Euro;

feeds – 44.5 thousand Euro;

Total – 770.7 thousand Euro.

5. Main research areas

Profitable technologies of market sturgeon production
Methods of forming sturgeon broodstocks
Selection and breeding work in sturgeon culture
Methods of early sex determination in sturgeons
Development of artificial feeds for sturgeons
Nutrition and feeding of sturgeons and paddlefish
Treatment and prophylactic measures in sturgeon culture
Sturgeon diseases
Development of instructions and methodological documentation on market sturgeon production
Culturing and biological bases of sturgeon farming
Evaluation of the economic efficiency of market sturgeon production
6. Events organized by the enterprise

I. The International Scientific and Practical Conference „Problems of the Contemporary Market Sturgeon Production” was held on 24-25 March 1999, with the participation of 163 persons representing 36 organisations and enterprises of different forms of ownership, including ones from 5 foreign countries;

II. The International Scientific and Practical Conference „Sturgeon Aquaculture: Achievements and Development Perspectives” was held on 20-22 November 2001, with the participation of 191 persons representing 71 organisations and enterprises of different forms of ownership, including ones from 7 foreign countries; 
III. The International Scientific and Practical Conference „Sturgeon Aquaculture: Achievements and Development Perspectives” was held on 22-25 March 2004, with the participation of 169 persons representing 55 organisations and enterprises of different forms of ownership, including ones from 9 foreign countries.

Every year, starting from 2003, the specialists of the Centre organize training seminars on market sturgeon production that are attended by practice-oriented fish farmers both from Russia and the neighbouring countries.  

7. International collaboration (with formalized agreements)

International collaboration has been realized during the last 5 years with 36 enterprises of 18 countries of the world, including countries of Central and Eastern Europe:

Lithuanian Marine Museum, Lithuania
Experimental and Production Enterprise «Ekovesta», Lithuania
Fish Farm Tome, Latvia
Kamarko Bros. Inc., Bulgaria

Reya Fish Ltd., Bulgaria
JSC “Beluga”, Bulgaria

Atlantic Ltd., Bulgaria
Seta Plus s.r.o., Pirsfany, Slovakia

Rideg & Rideg, Hungary
8. Existing cooperation with other NACEE members

Scientific-methodological assistance on a constant basis, with JSC „Beluga”
9. Involvement in EU projects

As a result of a cooperation with the European Commission in the framework of the TACIS Programme „Programme of Technical Assistance to Russia by EU Countries”, the Centre of Sturgeon Culture „BIOS” accomplished in 2001 the BISTRO/TACIS Project BIS/00/027/017 „Elaboration of the Business Conception for the Development of the SPC „BIOS”.                                                                                                                       

