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1. Position in the national R&D system

The All-Russian Research Institute of Freshwater Fish Farming (VNIIPRKh) is the leading institution of the Federal Agency of Fisheries of the Ministry of Agriculture of Russia, dealing with problems of freshwater aquaculture.
2. Main mandate

Scientific research, productive and scientific-pedagogical activities in the fields of aquaculture, ichthyology and hydrobiology, including:

Research on fish genetics and selection;
Research on ichthyopathology, environmental conservation and fish health;

Research on fish feeding;
Development of technologies for pond and industrial fish culture;
Development of technologies for breeding and rearing new aquaculture objects;
Forming of collection stocks of cultured fish species;
Production of different fish culture objects;
Professional PhD training, work of a special council for the defence of doctoral and candidate dissertations.
3. Staff (by qualification/age/gender)

Total: 227

Scientists: 128, including 11 Doctors of Sciences and 42 Candidates of Sciences
Administrative and support personnel: 99

Average age: 49 years
Ratio of females to males: 56 to 44%

4. Budget (structure of income)

about 1.07 million Euro (2004)

Income structure:

State contract with the Federal Agency of Fisheries – 50%

National contracted research programmes – 4%

Direct contracts with different organisations, services – 6%

Fish production – 40%

5. Main research areas

Genetics and selection of fish culture objects. Establishment of gene banks and collections of selection achievements
Diagnostics, prophylaxis and therapy of hydrobiont diseases
Fish nutrition physiology and biochemistry. Development of new formulae and methods of production and application of starter and production feeds for aquaculture
Development of technologies and technological solutions for all forms of fish culture, introduction of new aquaculture objects
Establishment of a cryobank for preservation of the gene pool of high-value and endangered fish species in form of deep-frozen sperm
Monitoring of the ecological situation in waters used for fisheries purposes
Prediction of fish production in inland waters
Development of concepts and directions of the fish culture development
6. Events organized regularly by the institute

International scientific and practical conferences on aquaculture and fisheries, held on the occasions of jubilee celebrations of the Institute (the last conference was held in 2002 in honour of the 70th anniversary of the establishment of VNIIPRKh).

7. International collaboration (with formalized agreements)

All-Chinese Station for Introduction of New Technologies in Fish Culture, Haitong Company, China
Research Institute for Aquaculture No. 3, Vietnam
National Fund of Fishery Development, Peru
Research and Production Centre of Fisheries of the Ministry of Agriculture of Kazakhstan
Institute of Fisheries of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus
International Council of Scientific and Technological Cooperation in Research on Aquatic Living Resources and Aquaculture, several countries
8. Existing cooperation with other NACEE members

Institute of Fisheries of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus (testing of carp varieties, expertise on clarifying provenience of silver carp)

State Research Institute of Lake and River Fisheries, Russia (ecology of waters used for fisheries purposes)

Federal Centre for Fish Genetics and Selection, Russia (testing of selection achievements)

Institute of Zoology of the Moldavian Academy of Sciences; Stanisław Sakowicz Inland Fisheries Institute, Poland; Research and Design Technological Center „Tekhrybvod”, Ukraine; Institute for Fisheries of the Ucrainian Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Ukraine; Kherson State Agrarian University, Ukraine (creation of a database on fisheries regulations and other aspects of aquaculture)

