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Report OF THE AD-HOC MEETING

of the

“sturgeon culture” WORKING group 

THIRd Meeting of Directors of the Network of Aquaculture Centres in Central-Eastern Europe (NACEE)

Dubrovnik, Croatia, 28-30 September 2006

The ad hoc meeting of the “Sturgeon Culture” WG was held on September 28, 2006, in Dubrovnik/Slano in the framework of the Third Meeting of NACEE Directors. 

Seven of the nine member-institutes of the “Sturgeon Culture” Working Group participated in this meeting: 

1. Lidiya Vassilieva (“BIOS” Center – lead institute, Astrakhan, Russia), 

2. Aliaksandr Slukvin (Institute of Genetics and Cytology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus, Minsk, Belarus), 

3. Liliana Hadjinikolova (Institute of Fisheries and Aquaculture, Varna, Bulgaria), 

4. Alexandr Litvinenko (“Gosrybtsentr”, Tyumen, Russia), 

5. Vitaliy Bekh (Institute for Fisheries of the Ukrainian Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Kiev, Ukraine), 

6. Boris Kotenev (VNIRO, Moscow, Russia).

7. Laszlo Varadi (HAKI, Szarvas, Hungary).

Representatives of the following institutes of the “Sturgeon Culture” WG were absent: 

1. The Stanislaw Sakowicz Inland Fisheries Institute, Olsztyn-Kortowo, Poland,

2. VNIIPRKH, Moscow Province, Russia,

Representatives of six more NACEE institutes expressed their wish to join this Working Group: 

1. Otomar Linhart (Research Institute of Fish Culture and Hydrobiology, University of South Bohemia, Vodnany, Czech Republic),

2. Neculai Patriche (Institute of Research and Development for Aquatic Ecology, Fishing and Aquaculture, Galati, Romania),

3. Galina Curcubet (Fisheries Research Station, Chisinau, Moldova),

4. Isaak Sherman (Faculty of Hydrobiological Resources and Aquaculture, Kherson State Agrarian University, Kherson, Ukraine),

5. Viktor Konchits (Institute of Fisheries of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus, Minsk, Belarus),

6. Viktor Cristea (Department of Fishing and Aquaculture, “Dunarea de Jos” University, Galati, Romania).

The members of the “Sturgeon Culture” WG found that the establishment of the Working Group had been reasonable, and that the year 2006 had shown good opportunities for collaboration. The initiative of the lead institution of the WG to distribute a special questionnaire among the members was approved, and the generalized analysis of the received data and suggestions presented by Lidiya Vassilieva aroused great interest (see Annex 6.1, Progress Report of the “Sturgeon Culture” Working Group). 

In the context of the suggestion made at the general meeting of the Board of Directors concerning the project “Study of the current status and development of the strategy of aquaculture development in countries of Central and Eastern Europe for the period up to 2020-2030”, the members of the “Sturgeon Culture” WG put forward an idea to make the relevant review in the field of sturgeon breeding, which will become part of the above-mentioned big project.   

The analysis of the data provided by the members of the WG “Sturgeon Culture” revealed 12 titles of possible joint R&D projects.  

The following conclusions were made at the meeting:

a) All the above-mentioned institutes wishing to join the “Sturgeon Culture” WG will be offered to fill in a special questionnaire, and the data shall be used to decide on their admittance.

b) “BIOS” institute will coordinate the works on preparation of the review in the field of sturgeon breeding within the framework of the project “Study of the current status and development of the strategy of aquaculture development in countries of Central and Eastern Europe for the period up to 2020-2030”. “BIOS” will develop the structure of the review and make a list of questions for the WG members (in the form of an upgraded questionnaire). The first stage of the work will be a review of the status of sturgeon breeding (R&D and market production) at the institutes of the “Sturgeon Culture” WG. This review will be presented at the Fourth Meeting of NACEE Directors. The second stage of the work will be the elaboration of the development strategy of sturgeon breeding in CEE countries.  

c) The information base of the “Sturgeon Culture” WG will be annually updated and complemented; institutes will exchange data on the available professional literature. A subsection on the “Sturgeon Culture” WG will be created on the NACEE webpage, where general information on the WG, current news, planned scientific conferences, exhibitions, and seminars will be published. “BIOS” will be responsible for preparation and updating of this subsection. 

d) Possibilities of joint R&D works will be searched for.

e) The following four titles of projects will be primarily submitted for international grants: 

1. Project of sturgeon rehabilitation and reintroduction in European rivers. 
2. Creation of a catalogue of species and hybrids of sturgeons in production.

3. Development of methods of accelerated maturation of sturgeons in aquaculture for earlier production of caviar. 
4. Scientific support for the formation of collection stocks of Acipenseriformes.

