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1. Position in the national research and education system

The Kherson State Agrarian University (KhSAU) is one of the 20 higher agricultural education institutions that belong to the Ministry of Agrarian Policy of Ukraine. It celebrated the 130th anniversary of its founding in September 2004. KhSAU is the leading higher education institution providing professional education in „Aquatic Biological Resources and Aquaculture” for the fisheries of Ukraine. The specialized training takes place at the Faculty of Hydrobiological Resources and Aquaculture, which includes 4 departments (Fish Culture, Ecology, Chemistry, Animal Morphology and Physiology), a problem-oriented research laboratory for optimization of aquatic biological resource utilization and an accredited scientific hydrochemical laboratory. At the Faculty, PhD training is available in 3 specializations («Ichthyology», «Fish Culture» and «Ecology»), and 9 productive affiliations have been created where practical training of students takes place and scientific research is performed.

2. Main mandate

2.1. Education – professional training (educational-qualification levels «Bachelor», «Specialist», «Master») and postgraduate specialization in «Aquatic biological resources and aquaculture» and «Ecology and environmental protection»:

- development of the components of the educational-qualification standards for bachelor, specialist and master training;

- optimization of the educational process and development of the corresponding methodological supply;

- preparation and publication of reference and educational literature;

- coordination of the trainings by participation in the work of the relevant National Accreditation Commission and Educational-Methodological Commission.

 2.2. Research and consultancy on rational utilization of aquatic biological resources and farming aquaculture objects:

- research on broodstock creation and reproduction of high-value fish species;

- research on new fish culture objects;

- research into biological production processes in aquatic ecosystems;

- resource-saving technologies of fish production;

- evaluation of the damage to aquatic ecosystems by economic activities;

- technology optimization of farming of fish culture objects.

3. Staff (by qualification/age/gender)

Total for the Faculty of Hydrobiological Resources and Aquaculture: 49

Scientific-pedagogic fellows: 38 (33 full-time + 5 contracted), 

                     including: 5 Doctors of Sciences, Professors,  22 Candidates of Sciences, Associate Professors.

Support personnel (technicians, training masters, laboratory assistants, preparators): 11
Average age: 45.5 years

Ratio of females: 34 %

4. Budget (structure of income) of the Faculty

about 150 thousand Euro (2003)

Structure of income:

- core fund from the Ministry: 71%

- contracted education: 23%

- national competitive grant funds: 0%

- national contracted research programmes: 5%

- international competitive grant funds: 0%

- services, consultancy: 1%.

5. Main research areas

Broodstock forming of traditional and new fish culture objects

Optimization of artificial reproduction of sturgeons 

Optimization of resource-saving technologies of fish production in small water reservoirs of different purposes (irrigation, technical, drinking water)

Fisheries development in water bodies with astatic mineralization

Rational fisheries in natural waters

Studies on morphological and physiological-biochemical parameters of fish culture objects.

6. Events organized regularly by KhSAU

Annual republican scientific-practical conferences on aquaculture, sessions and seminars of the educational-methodological commissions in the specializations «Aquatic Biological Resources and Aquaculture» and «Ecology», international seminars (International Seminar  «Current Problems of Aquaculture», 8-11 September 2003, 58 participants representing educational institutions and fisheries organizations of Ukraine, Moldova, Russia and Poland)

7. International collaboration (with formalized agreements)

All-Russian Research Institute of Freshwater Fish Farming, Russia;

All-Russian Research Institute of Irrigation Fish Farming, Russia;

Moscow Agricultural Academy, Russia;

State Technical University of Kaliningrad, Russia;

Magadan Branch of the Pacific Research Centre for Fisheries, Russia;

State Academy of Agriculture of the Republic of Belarus, Republic of Belarus;

Moldavian Research Station for Fisheries, Moldova.

8. Existing cooperation with other NACEE members

All-Russian Research Institute of Freshwater Fish Farming (culture of new objects)

Stanisław Sakowicz Inland Fisheries Institute, Olsztyn, Poland (sturgeon culture)

Institute of Fisheries of the Republic of Belarus (rational utilization of aquatic biological resources)

Institute for Fisheries of the Ucrainian Academy of Agricultural Sciences (sturgeon culture, fisheries development in water bodies with astatic mineralization)

Research and Design Technological Center „Tekhrybvod”, Ukraine (resource-saving technologies)

9. Involvement in EU projects

Ongoing projects:

International Council for Scientific-Technological Cooperation in Research on Aquatic Biological Resources and Aquaculture

