7TH CMAPSEEC 

(Conference on Medicinal and Aromatic Plants of Southeast European Countries)

May 28 – 31, 2012, Subotica, Serbia

Significant contribution to understanding of various research aspects in number of MAP species in the region of Southeast Europe, known for richness in indigenous MAP resources and long tradition in use of MAP and their products, was achieved by so far seven held Conferences on Medicinal and Aromatic Plants of Southeast European Countries (CMAPSEEC), under organization and support of the Association for Medicinal and Aromatic Plants of Southeast European Countries (AMAPSEEC) established in 2000 by the Institute for Medicinal Plant Research “Dr Josif Pančić”, Belgrade, R. of Serbia. The AMAPSEEC (www.amapsec.org) is the first regional association gathering scientists, experts, professionals and business sector involved in research, production and processing of medicinal and aromatic plants.  

After the first CMAPSEEC held in Serbia in the year of the Association establishment, the six successful conferences were conducted in different countries every second year (the 2nd in Slovakia, the 3rd in Greece, the 4th in Romania, the 5th in Czech Republic and the 6th in Turkey), and according to agreement of AMAPSEEC assembly, it was decided that the host for the 7th CMAPSEEC  will be Serbia again.  

Five undisturbed days devoted to Medicinal and Aromatic plant research and development. This can be the brief summary of the 7th conference of South East European Countries (CMAPSEEC) held in the nicely developing Serbian town Subotica, near the Serbian/Hungarian border. 

The opening ceremony took place in the magnificent historic City Hall of Subotica built in secession style. The four stars Hotel Patria in downtown of Subotica, with its conference room and other facilities lent a nearly ideal home to this high ranking international scientific meeting.

The extremely rich scientific program comprised 198 abstracts, 81 full papers, 153 posters and 30 oral lectures presented by near 150 authors. Conference was attended by 171 participants from 22 countries. All contributions were classified into the three main topics: "MAP diversity at all levels and tools for its evaluation", “Pharmacology and biological effects of active MAP compounds”, and “Map cultivation, breeding and biotechnology”. Presentations offered very interesting and usually novel information on MAP distribution, conservation and sustainable use, followed by deeper comprehension on particular species, genera and wider groups of MAP in term of morphology, anatomy, genetic variability, phyto-chemical assessment and evaluation of biological effects of its active compounds. Significant attention was paid to improvement of cultivation technologies, domestication, breeding and biotechnology of MAP, including opportunities provided by in vitro propagation, application of the newest analytical methodologies and techniques for product quality assessment. Details of the scientific program can be obtained from the following web-address: http://www.amapseec.org/7th_CMAPSEEC/program.html
Conference was supported by four sponsors, all dealing with MAP production and/or processing (“Macval”, Coka, Serbia; Europrima, Novi Sad, Serbia; Spider group, Pitomaca, Croatia; and Fructus, Backa Palanka, Serbia).  
The last official Conference day ended with the Business section, which was organized for the first time, although its importance was recognized from the very begining of the  AMAPSEEC. Business section was supported by Serbian Chamber of Commerce and USAID. The section was actively attended by representatives of different MAP companies of the region. It was briefly presented the situation in the MAP sector of Serbia, Croatia and Bosnia, as well as the activities of some national MAP associations of processors, producers, traders and exporters, such as “Serbian Flora”. Sponsor companies (Macval, Spider group and Europrima) gave presentations about their business activities and achievements.  

The Conference was concluded by a one day professional tour to the large scale cultivation areas (Mentha x piperita, Melissa officinalis) as well as the processing facilities of the Company “Macval” in Coka and Novi Knezevac. The protected natural beauties (among them protected orchids) of the Nature Conservation area of “Selevenska pustara” were also visited with great interest. 

Finally, Albania was nominated for the host of the 8th CMAPSEEC in 2014, at the AMAPSEEC membership meeting which was announced at the Closing ceremony as well. 

A new, maybe special feature of the conference was the participation of numerous members of the recently founded FAO-ESCORENA network (http://www.agrowebcee.net/map), including several colleagues from the countries of the former Soviet Union countries.

As such, the conference perfectly served the goal of the organizers to strengthen the collaboration and networking in science, education and business.
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